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Legislators have been invited to the Huntington Area LWV 
meeting on Thursday February 1,7:30 pm, at the home of 
Jim Morgan, 525 13th Avenue. We will discuss the legisla­
tive priorities set by the state board.
Those attending, who wish to discuss other issues, can talk 
to the legislators individually during refreshments rather than 
during the group discussion.
Feel free to ask friends who might be interested in joining 
the League to come with you to the meeting. If you have 
time, please bring a finger food to share.
Electoral college
With the current interest in the Electoral College, we 
should point out that in 1988, Margarette Leach (Legislator 
and League member) protested the Electoral College by vot­
ing for Lloyd Bensen for president and Michael Dukakis for 
vice-president. Since the 2000 election she has been contact­
ed by reporters from all over the country and from the major 
magazines asking for her viewpoint on the Electoral Col­
lege.
The League of Women Voters of the United States has a 
position on the Electoral College as follows: ”The LWVUS 
believes that the direct-popular-vote method for electing the 
President and Vice-President is essential to representative 
government. The LWVUS believes, therefore, that the elec­
toral college should be abolished.” ~ ^
LAWS coming to Cabell County
LAWS (Legal Advancement for WV students) is a WV Su­
preme Court of Appeals project designed to educate high 
school students about the judicial branch of government. 
Those students who participate will attend a Supreme Court 
session in Cabell County on March 6. The students will 
have had instruction on the judicial process and on the spe­
cific case they will observe. There may be opportunities for 
the League to assist with the project. Please contact Helen 
Gibbins, 736-3287, if you are interested in helping.
"GUIDE TO THE LEGISLATURE" AND 
"PUBLIC OFFICIALS"
Rose Riter and Helen Gibbins are preparing these pam­
phlets and hope to have them ready for the next bulletin.
Environmental Defense’s report 
on pollution in Cabell County
All data are the latest available from government sources as 
processed and interpreted by our scientists and computer ex- 
- perts. For more information about pollution levels in your 
neighborhood and what you can do about it, please visit our 
special website: www.scorecard.org
AIR
- 96,827 people in CABELL County face a cancer risk more 
than 100 times the goal set by the Clean Air Act.
- In 1996, this county ranked among the worst 20% of all 
counties in the state in terms of emissions of PM-10.
WATER
-13 % of surface waters in CABELL County have beneficial 
uses which are impaired or threatened.
- The leading sources of water quality problems are Resource 
Extraction and Agriculture.
- EPA has determined that 2 of 4 watersheds in your county 
have more serious water quality problems.
TOXICS
- In 1997, Cabell county ranked among the third highest 20% 
of all counties in the US in terms of total environmental re­
leases from manufacturing facilities
- The Mlowing^chemicals were released in the l^gesUjuanti- 
ty:
- NITRIC ACID
- XYLENE (MIXED ISOMERS)
-ZINC
- Detailed information on the health effects of these chemicals 
is available online at:
http://scorecard.org/community/index.tcl?zip_code=25705
CONGRATULATIONS TO BETTY CLECKLEY
Recent honors awarded Dr. Betty Cleckley were the W.E.B. 
Dubois Higher Education Award, by the National Alliance of 
Black School Educators; and the Minority Research Award, by 
the American Public Health Association.
New M embers
Maryann Henry
Belated welcome - Larry Barnhill and Ray Geiger 
Welcome back - Laurie Me Keown and Linda Peake
Federal Elections
Following is a copy of a letter published in the Washington 
Post, December 12, 2000, from Carolyn Jefferson-Jenkins, 
President of the League of Women Voters of the U.S.
"David Broder [op-ed, Dec. 6] is correct that we need to ex­
amine and improve our election procedures. He is corrl^rthat 
imposition of mandatory federal standards could undermine 
state and local administration in ways that might be counter­
productive, and that state and local officials must be part of the 
reform effort. Rnally, he is correct that the federal government 
is not paying its fair share of the administration of federal elec­
tions.
He does not go far enough, however, in recognizing what can 
be done now to significantly improve our elections system. 
Congress should pass and the new president should sign legis­
lation for a substantial federal grants program to assist states 
in implementing ‘best practices’ for voting systems. Those 
practices should be determined on a nonpartisan basis, and they 
shCiflcTinbrbe^fescn^ ^
Antiquated voting machines, ballot systems that confuse the 
voter and insufficient numbers of machines so that voters have 
to wait hours in line—each of these and other administrative 
problems can and should be dealt with expeditiously.
A 'blue ribbon’ study commission makes sense for other is­
sues, such as Internet or mail-in voting, where real policy is­
sues are in play. But the mechanics of our election system 
need action now, and a study commission should hot delay 
Congress in stepping forward to help states make the invest­
ment in modem election administration that is so clearly 
needed."
Preview of March meeting
Patsy Gilmore , principal of Hatcher Elementary School in 
Ashland, will be the speaker at a joint meeting of American 
Association of University Women, Negro Business & Pro­
fessional Women and the Huntington LWV on Saturday 
Feb. 24 at 10 am at the West Huntington Library.
Ms Gilmore will discuss early slave culture,the subject of 
a summer institute for educators, sponsored by the National 
Endowment for the Humanities, which she attended.
Calendar
Feb. 1 .............League meeting with our
legislators
Feb. 2, 3 . . .  John Marshall Bicentennial 
Celebration, MU
F e b . 4 ..........  Huntington Museum of Art opens the
exhibit. The Face of Justice: Portrait 
of John Marshall 
Feb. 15 . . .  . 2001 legislative session begins
Feb. 24 . . . .  League meeting with AAUW and 
Negro Business and Professional 
Women; speaker, Patsy Gilmore, 
principal of Hatcher Hementary 
School, Ashland; topic - slavery, 
Fe!r."2^TT""'̂ ^untrngtonT::eague’rboard “
meeting
March 30 Honors Convocation Joan C.
Edwards Theatre 7 p.m. David 
Halberstam "The Politics of 
Popular Culture"
Trade Study
Next year Leagues all over the country will hold meetings 
to update our Trade position. The VOTER which recently 
came from the national League featured an overview article 
on Trade. Later there will be additional articles. Save your 
Trade VOTERS for our study next year.
Thank You . . . .
to Marcia Daoust for the excellent job she did in leading us 
through the concurrence study of state taxes. She prepared in­
formative overhead films which subsequently she shared with 
Sharon Rowe, chairperson of the tax study at the state level.
The LWV is a nonpartisan political organization that en­
courages the informed and active participation of citizens 
in government and influences public policy through edu­
cation and advocacy. Membership in the League is open to 
women and men of voting age. Annual dues, not tax de­
ductible, are $35 individual, $50 for two in one household 
and $24 for students.
To join, send your check to : Ann Speer, Treasurer, 706 
Ridgewood Road, Huntington, WV 25701
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